OUT OF DEBT OUT OF DANGER

Beside the disorder created in this family by mischievous
children, the servants were daily plagues. Nothing was ever
done by them well or regularly ; and though the master and
mistress scolded without mercy, and perpetually threatened to
turn Jack or Sukey away, yet no reformation in their manners
was produced ; for Jack and Sukey's wages were not paid, and
they felt that they had the power in their own hands ; so that
they were rather the tyrants than the servants of the house.

CHAPTER  III

MRS. LUDGATE'S temper, which never was sweet, was soured
to such a degree, by these accumulated evils, that she was
insufferable. Her husband kept out of the way as much as
possible : he dined and supped at his club, or at the tavern :
and, during the evenings and mornings, he was visible at
home but for a few minutes. Yet, though his time was passed
entirely away from his wife, his children, and his home, he
was not happy. His life was a life of perpetual fraud and
fear. He was bound by his engagements with Lewis to pass
for the confederates a certain number of forged notes every
day. This was a perilous task! His utmost exertions and
ingenuity were continually necessary to escape detection ; and,
after all, he was barely able to wrest from the hard hands of
\i\sfricnds a sufficient profit upon his labour to maintain him-
self. How often did he look back, with regret, to the days
when he stood behind the counter, in his father's shop ! Then
he had in Allen a real friend ; but now he had in Lewis only a
profligate and unfeeling associate. Lewis cared for no one
but himself; and he was as avaricious as he was extravagant;
1 greedy of what belonged to others, prodigal of his own.'

One night Leonard went to the house where the con-
federates met, to settle with them for the last parcel of notes
that he had passed. Lewis insisted upon being paid for his
services before Ludgate should touch a farthing. Words ran
high between them: Lewis, having the most influence with his
associates, carried his point; and Leonard, who was in want
of ready money, could supply himself only by engaging to pass
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